
The Lord’s Day in Worship

{  GATHERED WORSHIP: The Triune God Renews His People  }

C O V E N A N T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

S e a s o n  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y
S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 9

“But today, in the New Testament, God has established another temple 

for His residence: the precious humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ. There, 

and nowhere else, God wants to be found.” 

—Luther, “Sermons on John’s Gospel”

“The Jerusalem Temple is no longer indispensable. Jesus is. This is the 

claim of the Gospel of John. Believers have found this claim credible 

and experiential. The right worship of God in this New Temple, “in 

Spirit and Truth”...Here the theme is intriguingly adumbrated and 

introduced. Jesus will fulfill in his Person, as a Messiah could be 

expected to fulfill, all the great institutions and places of Israel’s 

promises—Temple, Passover, Sacrificial System, Land, Torah, and 

Prophets. In Jesus, John’s Gospel teaches, we have no one less than 

“God with us.”

—Frederick Dale Bruner, “The Gospel of John”

“For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those 

who reproach you have fallen on me.”

—Psalm 69:9 (Messianic Psalm)

“Now observe that (the disciples) followed the guidance of Scripture 

to understand Christ aright. And indeed one will never learn what 

Christ is, or the purpose of His actions and sufferings, save by the 

guiding and teaching of the Scriptures.” 

—Calvin, “John”

CALL TO WORSHIP
David Driskill
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7 Congregation stand as able. 



 HYMN OF PRAISE

 "Come People of the Risen King"
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Words and Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty.



 PRAYER OF ADORATION

 
 READING FROM THE PSALMS
 Taylor Brown

 Psalms 84

 How lovely is your dwelling place,

  O Lord of hosts!

 My soul longs, yes, faints

  for the courts of the Lord;

 my heart and flesh sing for joy

  to the living God.

 Even the sparrow finds a home,

  and the swallow a nest for herself,

  where she may lay her young,

 at your altars, O Lord of hosts,

  my King and my God.

 Blessed are those who dwell in your house,

  ever singing your praise! 

 

 Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

  in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
 As they go through the Valley of Baca

  they make it a place of springs;

  the early rain also covers it with pools.

 

 They go from strength to strength;

  each one appears before God in Zion.

 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;

  give ear, O God of Jacob! 
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Behold our shield, O God;

 look on the face of your anointed!

For a day in your courts is better 

than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God

 than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield;

 the Lord bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does he withhold

 from those who walk uprightly.

O Lord of hosts,

 blessed is the one who trusts in you!

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

 



 HYMN OF FELLOWSHIP
 

 "Oh How Good It Is”

 

 

 Words and Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty.
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READING FROM THE EPISTLES

Ephesians 2:17-22

 

And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace 

to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the 

whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 

the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling 

place for God by the Spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



 HYMN OF THE CHURCH
 

 "The Church's One Foundation"

 The church's one foundation 

 Is Jesus Christ her Lord;

 She is His new creation 

 By water and the Word;

 From heav'n He came and sought her 

 To be His holy bride;

 With His own blood He bought her,

 And for her life He died.

 Elect from ev'ry nation, 

 Yet one o'er all the earth,

 Her charter of salvation 

 One Lord, one faith, one birth;

 One holy name she blesses, 

 Partakes one holy food,

 And to one hope she presses, 

 With ev'ry grace endued.

 'Mid toil and tribulation 

 And tumult of her war,

 She waits the consummation 

 Of peace forevermore;

 Till with the vision glorious

 Her longing eyes are blest,

 And the great Church victorious

 Shall be the Church at rest.

 Yet she on earth hath union

 With God the Three in One,

 And mystic sweet communion 

 With those whose rest is won:

 O happy ones and holy!

 Lord, give us grace that we,

 Like them, the meek and lowly, 

 On high may dwell with Thee.

 Words: Samuel J. Stone. Music: Samuel S. Wesley.
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   GIVING OF FIRST FRUITS
       

 "Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

 Instrumental (Words: Dorothy A. Thrupp. Music: William B. Bradbury.)

 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE

       The peace of the LORD be with you. 

 And also with you.

        

 Greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.

 Children's Worship Information:

 Children ages 3 to 4 may attend Children’s Worship for the entire 

worship service, while kindergarteners through 2nd graders are 

dismissed during the Passing of the Peace. Following the worship 

service, parents will find their children attending Children's Worship  

in the following rooms:

     3K b C224/C225 (available for the entire worship hour)

    4K b C221 (available for the entire worship hour)

 Kindergarten b C221 (dismissed during the Passing of the Peace)*

 1st & 2nd Grades b  C316 (dismissed during the Passing of the Peace)*

 *Children on the main level will dismiss through the door leading into the Fellowship   

 Hall, and children in the balcony will dismiss through the door closest to the elevator.

 
 
 MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
 

 Visitors and members, please take a moment to fill out the pew pad with your 

full name and names of any family members attending with you. You may read 

all of our ministry announcements on page 19.

 

 
 THE MORNING PRAYERS
 Russell Martin 
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READING FROM THE GOSPELS

John 2:13-25

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 

pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip 

of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. 

And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned 

their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 

things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17His 

disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.”

18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six 

years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But 

he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22When therefore he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken.

23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed 

in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24But Jesus 

on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 

people 25and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself 

knew what was in man.

All flesh is like grass,

 And all its glory is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades,

 But the word of our God stands forever.
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MESSAGE
"zeal for the house of god"

Dan Edwards



INVITATION TO THE TABLE

All who are united in Christ Jesus by faith and are baptized, communing

members of His visible Church are invited to come to the Lord’s Table. An 

usher will prompt each pew when it is time to come forward to receive 

the bread and the cup, and then you will return to your seat. If you are 

not communing but would like to participate, please come forward and 

cross your hands in front of your chest, and the one serving communion 

will pray a brief prayer for you or pronounce a blessing over you.

The congregation will read aloud the portions that are italicized. 

Prayer of Confession

John Fountain

Almighty God,

You have raised Jesus from death to life,

and crowned him Lord of all.

We confess that we have not bowed before him,

or acknowledged his rule in our lives.

We have gone along with the ways of the world,

and failed to give him glory.

Forgive us,

and raise us from sin,

that we may be your faithful people,

obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who rules the world

and is head of the church, his body. AMEN.



Assurance of Pardon

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger 

forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the 

earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far  

as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgression 

from us.

—Psalm 103:8-12

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you forgiveness of all your sins,  

true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of  

His Holy Spirit.

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father,

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning,

Is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen, amen. 
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Words of Institution

from 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Mark 14:22-25

Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table,  

but you are the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  

so to commemorate in this breaking of bread 

the death of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

that we may feed on Him in our hearts by faith, 

and that we may evermore dwell in Him,  

and He in us. Amen.

Prayer of Consecration and the Lord's Prayer

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these 

your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup 

we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be one with 

all who share this feast and united in ministry with your people 

in every place. 

This we pray in the name of the One who taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.

If you desire gluten free bread, please walk down the center aisle, either upstairs or down, 

and the server will provide it accordingly. 



 HYMNS FOR THE EUCHARIST
 Congregation, please sing the Hymns for the Eucharist during Communion.

 "Jesus With Thy Church Abide”

 

 

 Words: Thomas Pollock. Music: Christopher Miner.



 "We Will Feast”

 Refrain:

 We will feast in the house of Zion,

 We will sing with our hearts restored.

 “He has done great things,”

 We will say together,

 We will feast and weep no more.

 We will not be burned by the fire,

 He is the Lord our God.

 We are not consumed by the flood, 

 Upheld, protected, gathered up.

 (Refrain)

 In the dark of night before the dawn,

 My soul be not afraid.

 For the promised morning, oh how long?

 O God of Jacob, be my strength.

 (Refrain)

 Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed, 

 You are the faithful One

 And from the garden to the grave, 

 Bind us together, bring shalom.

 (Refrain)

 Words: Sandra McCracken, 2014. Music: Sandra McCracken and Josh Moore, 2014. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

Elect from every nation,

Yet one o’er all the earth,

Her charter of salvation

One Lord, one faith, one birth;

One holy name she blesses,

Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses,

With every grace endued.

BENEDICTION
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THIS WEEK AT COVENANT: September 1 - 7, 2019

Should you need pastoral assistance after our regular office hours, please contact our pastor  
on call at 205-874-3559 (Dan Edwards, September 2-8).

SUNDAY, September 1

8:45 a.m.

9:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

MONDAY, September 2

WEDNESDAY, September 4

5:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, September 6

6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, September 7

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Family Promise Familes arrive

Coffee Fellowship (Commons)

Sunday School for all ages and stages  

(see page 20)

Gathered Worship (Sanctuary)

Children's Worship | Rising 3k through 2nd grades

Labor Day

Church Office closed

Wednesdays@Covenant

5:30-7:15 KidConnection (3K-6th grades; 3rd floor) 

6:00 Chancel Choir (S103)

6:15 Youth Activities (Youth Rooms)

6:15 Bible Study Options:

   Marriage Enrichment (11-week program) 

   Small Group Discussions     

       1. Sermon on the Mount (E201)

       2. The Basics of the Christian Life (Dining Room)

7:45 Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Marriage Enrichment Seminar

Marriage Enrichment Seminar

 



MINISTRIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Please see our full calendar of Covenant events at covpres.com/calendar.

Wednesdays@Covenant. Our Wednesday evening activities kick off this Wednesday, 
and there is something for everyone! Please see page 21 for details.

Marriage Encouragement Seminar. This Friday and Saturday, September 6-7, 
Scotty Smith (Founding Pastor, Christ Community Church, Franklin, TN) will lead 
a Marriage Encouragement Seminar at Covenant. The cost is $35 per couple. Please  
visit covpres.com/marriage-seminar for details. Nursery childcare for ages 5 and 
under is available by reservation (email nursery@covpres.com).

Women's Fall Bible Studies. Ladies, join us this fall for Bible study—we have  
three opportunities to study together. We are offering "God for Us" by Abby  
Hutto on Sundays at 5:00 p.m. beginning September 8 and on Tuesdays at 11:30  
a.m. beginning September 10 (lunch $6, nursery childcare provided). Divine  
Design Discipleship kicks off a new study, "The Wilderness," September 17 at  
10:00 a.m. Please visit covpres.com/fall-study for all the details. 

College Ministry. College students, welcome back to Birmingham! We are thrilled 
to have students from Samford, UAB, and BSC worshiping and growing in grace 
together with us. This semester, we will have some wonderful opportunities for 
students to engage with the life of Covenant. We will meet for Bible study and  
lunch on Sundays immediately following worship. On September 8 and 29, we will 
remain at Covenant, and on September 22, we will have lunch in a member home.  
Stay tuned for more information on our upcoming events!

Discover Covenant Class. If you would like to consider joining Covenant, our
Discover Covenant Class is a great way to learn about our church. Our next class  
is scheduled for September 20-22. Nursery childcare will be provided. Please email 
Victoria Williams to register for the class (vwilliams@covpres.com).

Women's Prayer. Ladies, our women's prayer time resumes Monday, September  
9 at 8:15 a.m. in Ingram Link's office. Join us as we pray for our church and church 
family each week.

Gospel Manhood. Men, our Gospel Manhood lunches kick off Tuesday, September 
17 with guest speaker Mary Willson! Mary, daughter of Sandy, serves at Second 
Presbyterian in Memphis, TN, as the director of women in ministry. Lunch will begin  
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. (There is a $10 suggested donation for lunch.)



College students* 

All ages and life stages

30s and 40s

Young families; 30s 

30s and 40s

30s and 40s

40s and 50s

50s and 60s

70s and above

60s and 70s

Singles and young marrieds;

20s and 30s

Students grades 7-12

COLLEGE | COMMONS

COMMUNITY | E305 

CORNERSTONE | S104

CROSSPOINTE | S100

FOUNDATIONS | E304

LIGHTHOUSE | E301

LIVING STONES | E303

KINGDOM BUILDERS | E201

OPEN DOORS | S105

 
UPPER ROOM | S101

THRESHOLD | DINING ROOM

YOUTH | YOUTH AREA

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNITIES

9:15 a.m.  
Maps and directional signs are located around the church.

*College students gather in Commons Area at 12:00 for class and lunch.



WEDNESDAYS@COVENANT
Fal l  Sess ion :  September  4  -  November  20

Join your Covenant family each week for a time of food, fellowship, and study. Like 
any family, we need to spend time together, check in with each other, and break 
bread together. As we study God’s word and pray with each other, this midweek 
time plays an important role in our growth as a church family. We have something 
for everyone! See covpres.com/schedule for all the details.

*Dinner included, please register at covpres.com
**If you would like to be mentored, please contact Josh Johnson (jjohnson@covpres.com)

SCHEDULE
     5:30-6:15 p.m.  Fellowship Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
    serving lines remain open until 6:00; 
    $6/adult, $4/child with a $25 family max

     5:30-7:15 p.m.  Nursery Activities  
    infants through 2 year olds; Nursery Level
 KidConnection*  
    3 year olds through 6th graders; 3rd Floor

     6:00-7:15 p.m.  Chancel Choir (S103)
     
     6:15-7:15 p.m.  Youth Activities (7th-12th grades; Youth Rooms)
 
 Adult Options:
 Marriage Enrichment** | This 11-week program   
                                                 includes a Marriage Encouragement Seminar 
                                                 with Scotty Smith, Marriage Enrichment groups,  
                                                   and a mentoring ministry pairing older couples  
                                                 with young couples in our church.

 Small Group Discussions | Two options, each  
                                                 with a 20-25 minute video from Dr. Sinclair  
                                                   Ferguson followed by 20-30 minutes of group  
    discussion.  
    1. Sermon on the Mount (E201)

    2. The Basics of the Christian Life (Dining Room)     



STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE STAFF

Marty Crawford, Church Administrator mcrawford@covpres.com

David Driskill, Assistant Pastor  ddriskill@covpres.com

Dan Edwards, Pastor to Children and Families dedwards@covpres.com

Ingram Link, Director of Women's Ministries ilink@covpres.com

Sandy Willson, Interim Senior Pastor  swillson@covpres.com

MINISTRY AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Rick Barnes, Director of Musical Arts  rbarnes@covpres.com

Jami Bennett, Director of MDO and Nursery Ministries jbennett@covpres.com

Katie Caldwell, Director of Design and Production kcaldwell@covpres.com

Meg Cotney, Director of Finance  mcotney@covpres.com

Tyler Cuidon, Director of Technical Services tyler.cuidon@gmail.com 

Rachel Davis, Assistant Director of Girls Ministries shields.rachel.c@gmail.com

Katie Flores, Director of Pre-School Ministries kflores@covpres.com

John Fountain, Pastor of Student Ministries jfountain@covpres.com

Phyllis Hamm, Ministry Assistant  phamm@covpres.com

Bill Hay, Pastor Emeritus  bhay@covpres.com

Josh Johnson, Pastor to Young Adults jjohnson@covpres.com

Sara Litten, Director of Girls' Ministries slitten@covpres.com

Stacey Loyless, Director of Communications and Media sloyless@covpres.com

Casey O'Dell, Director, Children's Music/Worship Assistant caseys.odell@gmail.com

Kim Oliver, Assistant to the Interim Senior Pastor koliver@covpres.com

Traci Parker, Director of Food Services tparker@covpres.com

Justin Richardson, Assistant to the Church Administrator jrichardson@covpres.com

Daniel Sluis, Director of Guys' Ministries dsluis@covpres.com

Brooke Stewart, Director of Covenant Day School bstewart@covpres.com

Karan Stuart, Receptionist  kstuart@covpres.com

Laura Tucker, Ministry Assistant, Children and Families ltucker@covpres.com

Victoria Williams, Ministry Assistant  vwilliams@covpres.com



RULING ELDERS

 

DEACONS

2019

Jim Bennett

Gary Gorham

Keith Harrelson

Jeff Hayes

Steve Killgore

Steve Pfitzer

Brent Powell

Matt Searson

John Shank

Todd Sitton

William Slappey

Billy Tapscott

Darrell Tucker

2020

Tripp Alexander

Paul Darden

Jay Evans

Bryan Flores

John Gant

John David Gray

Marty Martin

Bud Miller

Tyler O’Connor

John Shults

Danny Smith

Robert Stephens

Clark Worrell

2021

Eric Getty

Russell Martin

Daniel Murray

Warren Norville

Sandy Stradtman

Clay Wheeler

2019

Ty Dedmon

Jeff Dyess

Rick Flynn

Heath Henderson

Tom McKnight

John Smith T

Richard Thompson

2020

Bill Bennett

Will Brooke

Michael Latta

Charlie Logan

Paul Loyless

Bob Schaffeld

Lee Sheppard

Steve Stigler

Mark Taylor

John Wood

2021

Nick Baggett

Ward Bailey

Samuel Bragg

Trey Clegg

Will Graham

Jeff Hicks

Jim Jenkins

Alan Spooner

Patrick Strong



BIBLE READING PLAN

These readings are provided as a personal, family, or group worship resource. Use them along 

with your worship guide as resources for readings, prayers, and hymns. The scripture readings 

are from Ligonier Ministries and are designed around a one-year cycle that will allow you to 

read through the New Testament or the entire Bible in 2019.

SEPTEMBER READING PLAN 

 PSALMS 1 CORINTHIANS

1 N 145-150 N 11

 PROVERBS

2  N 1-2 N 12

3  N 3-4 N 13

4 N 5-6 N 14:1-19

5 N 7-8 N 14:20-40

6  N 9-10 N 15:1-24

7/8  N 11-14 N 15:25-16:24

  2 CORINTHIANS

9 N 15-16 N 1

10 N 17-18 N 2

11 N 19-20 N 3

12 N 21-22 N 4

13 N 23-24 N 5

14/15 N 25-29 N 6-7

16 N 30-31 N 8

 ECCLESIASTES

17  N 1-3 N 9

18 N 4-6 N 10

19 N 7-9 N 11:1-15

20  N 10-12 N 11:16-33

 SONG OF SOLOMON

21/22  N 1-5 N 12-13

  GALATIANS

23 N 6-8 N 1

 ISAIAH

24 N 1-3 N 2

25 N 4-6 N 3

26 N 7-9 N 4

27  N 10-12 N 5

28/29 N 13-18 N 6-Ephesians 1

  EPHESIANS

30  N 19-21 N 2


